Social Service Network
Connecting Employers and Job Seekers since 1985!
Note: This job description is an example only. Social Service Network does not guarantee or imply that any or all of the contents below will or would be used by potential employer. This job description is a culmination of various job descriptions and serves only as an example. Additional examples can be found at http://www.socialservicenetwork.com/Examples/
Substance Abuse Counselor

Common Duties:

· Assists in overcoming dependencies, adjusting to life, and making changes

· Attend various training sessions to increase knowledge and skills

· Be knowledgeable in and provide information to clients and family members regarding addiction issues and services available

· Conduct educational sessions for clients, professionals and the general public

· Coordinate plans and programs with other mental health professionals

· Counsels clients and patients, individually and in-group sessions

· Determine suitability for participation

· Develop and implement follow-up care plans

· Develop and implement public service plans to help public better understand substance abuse
· Develop and implement treatment plans

· Develop and maintain records

· Documentation of patients’ histories, progress, provided services and other pertinent information

· Intervene in crisis and emergency situations

· Interview clients. Establish mental and physical condition

· Make referrals when necessary
· Modify treatment plans when necessary

· Periodically review client progress. Are goals being reached?

· Work professionally with doctors, nurses, social workers and other professionals

· Work with family members, friends and others close to client

· Work with law enforcement in cases regarding a client

· Work with probation officers, community services and other agencies


Expected:

· Certified 

· Clinical experience

· Proper education

· Research

· Understand and follow data privacy act

